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Kids at Home - Helpful Hints
The Alan Duff Charitable Foundation
Here are a few helpful hints about running the Kids at Home (KaH) programme successfully in your school.

Ways to set up a birthday register
· When each new child is enrolled at school by their parent/caregiver, give them a form so they can complete the details of all pre-school kids’ birthdays at home – or:
· As a homework assignment ask each child to get all the birthday details of all siblings under the age of five – or:
· Send a form home with the School Newsletter or the child’s report to be filled out.  As an incentive the first 10 or 20 forms returned could be in a draw to receive a prize.
How to get parents and kids Interested
· Inform the Parents/Caregivers about the ‘free birthday present’ for all siblings of pupils under the age of five on their birthday. This is a great opportunity to introduce kids at home to the world of books and reading!
· This information can be spread through the School Newsletter, a note home to the Parents/Caregivers or when parents come to assemblies, you can tell them about KaH.
· Make a big deal about KaH. Wrap the book up to give as a present, with the birthday card provided by Duffy Books in Homes.
When to give the ‘presents’
· On the KaH kid’s birthday: Each Duffy kid can choose the ‘present’ to take home and give to their sibling on their birthday, wrap it up and fill out the KaH birthday card.
· Once a month or once a term: To involve the family more at school, invite mums, dads, grandparents and caregivers to a special presentation by Duffy kids to their younger siblings (or you can combine this at a weekly Caught Being Good assembly or at one of the Duffy Books in Homes assemblies).
· Instead of a birthday present the book can be changed into a Christmas present and can be given out once a year in December.
· Remember if you run out of books just ring the Duffy Books in Homes office on 0800 383 392 or email on duffy@booksinhomes.org.nz and give specific details of what you need.
Other ideas for running the KaH programme

· Have a parents and preschoolers day each term and invite all parents and preschoolers to the school for a special assembly or a morning/afternoon tea where you can present KaH books and have other fun activities – e.g. students could read to their parents and pre-school siblings, etc.
· ‘Advertise’ KaH through your school newsletter. One school told us: At Waitara Central the programme was working slowly until we put out a newsletter to all parents to tell them about our new sponsors and we asked for names and birthdays of children at home for special Duffy birthday books – the response was almost overwhelming!
· Collate and give out the books at monthly assemblies – don’t forget to invite the preschool sibling(s) and parents along.
· Give books out at Christmas time – probably not the most effective way to run KaH in your school, but if you are feeling particularly overwhelmed by the KaH task, save up the books and at the end of the year get students to choose and wrap up a book for their sibling for Christmas.
· At Irongate School information to run the KaH programme is taken from the enrolment forms and kept up to date by word of mouth and also by means of a school letter that is sent home to the parent saying there is a book present here at school for the child, please come and collect from office.  This enables the school to make contact with the parents and gets them used to coming to the school.  Also a special meeting is held at the beginning of each term with the parents of the new entrants and at this time they update the siblings’ details.
· If you have a pack for new enrolments – include a letter to go home to parents to explain about the programme and ask parents to register any preschoolers.
· Nominate another person to run this part of the programme – a KaH Coordinator.  Some schools even have the Principal run the programme as it’s a great way for them to connect with kids before they enrol.
Thank you for all your efforts in running the KaH programme in your school.  If you have any hints that you think may be helpful please let us know so we can add them to this page.
